Inmates Say 
Jackson Died 
Saving Others 
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SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 28 
—Fellow prisoners of George 
Jackson, the black convict 
slain in an escape attempt at 
San Quentin Prison a week 
ago, claim that Jackson actual- 
ly sacrificed his life to save 
his fellow inmates. 

The inmates’ scenario of last 
Saturday's events,' pieced to- 
gether from, interviews with 
more than a dozen attorneys 
who visited their clients in the 
last two days, differs marked- 
ly from the official prison ver- 
sion. 

Asked to comment on the 
inmates’ account, W. D. 
Achuff, San Quentin informa- 
tion officer, said, “This does 
not measure up to the facts at 
all. All of the known facts in- 
dicate this could not be true.” 


Nearly all of the inmates’ 
lawyers interviewed maintain 
that Jackson’s death resulted 
from a calculated plan by 
guards to murder the so-called 
Soledad Brothers — Jackson, 
John Wesley Clutchette and 
Fleeta Drumgo — as well as 
Ruchell Magee. 

The Soledad Brothers were 
awaiting trial on charges of 
killing a white guard at Sole- 
dad Prison more than 19 
months ago. 
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Magee was awaiting trial on 
murder charges in connection 
with the Marin County court- 
house shooting incident of a 
year ago in which a white 
judge, two other black inmates 
and Jackson’s younger brother, 
Jonathan, were slain. 

“This is a plot if I ever 
heard one,” said San Rafael 
attorney G. Douglas Vaughn. 
Vaughn represents Luis Nav- 
arette Talamantez, one of the 
prison’s Chicano leaders, and 
charges that his client was 
also one of the intended vic- 
tims. He says that Talamantez 
was transferred to the adjust- 
ment center, the scene of the 
killings, on Friday, just 24 
hours before the bloody event. 

“There was a plot and a 
plan to assassinate the Sole- 
dad Brothers and Ruchell 
Magee,” San Francisco attor 
ney Philip Ryan declared. 
Ryan, a 1969 graduate of How- 
ard University Law School, 
represents Magee on civil mat- 
ters. 

According to the inmates, 
Jackson and Clutchette were 
the last two inmates to leave 
the San Quentin visiting room. 
Jackson was meeting with an 
Oakland attorney, Stephen M. 
Bingham — who dropped out of 
sight after the weekend’s 
events. The inmates said Jack- 
son and Bingham were dis- 
cussing legal matters involv- 
ing other black prisoners and 
legal suits which a group of 
prisoners were planning to file 
against .the prison. 

Clutchette was in the visit- 
ing room talking with his 
mother, Doris Maxwell. Jack- 
son had to walk past the two 
to enter the corridor before 
being returned to the adjust- 
ment center. 

’ According to Mrs. Maxwell, 
Jackson leaned over, said, “I 
love you,” and blew her a kiss. 
“If that big eight-inch gun was 
on his head, why didn’t it fall 
out/” she asked, referring to 
the official version of what en- 
sued. 

Mrs. Maxwell said she was 
the last person to leave the 
visiting room. 

The inmates’ version of 
what happened after Jackson 
and Clutchette returned to the 
adjustment center differs 
markedly from the given by 
prison authorities and guards 
In an account pieced together 
by Jack V. Fox of United 
Press International from offi- 
cial sources, mainly Associate 


. According to this account, \back as he walked into the 
Jackson was ordered to strip lyard, that he was left to bleed 
for a search. He had a bushyj to death and that after more 


Director of; Corrections Ray- 
mond K. Procunier, Jackson 
was escorted by guard Frank 
de Leon back to the adjust- 
ment center. 


Afro hairdo with a watch cap 
worn on the back and orn^ 
of the guards is said to have 
spotted what he first thought 
was a pencil in Jackson’s hair 
and reached to remove it. 

At that moment, there were 
five guards in the corridor of 
the first tier of the cell block. 
According to Procumier, Jack- 
son grabbed a pistol from his 
hair and shouted, “This is it.” 
Holding the guards at bay, he 
is said to have pushed a lever 
which opened the doors of all 
the cells in the tier and 25 
other inmates ran out. 

Two are said to have re- 
mained in their cells. They are 
John Lynn, 26, and Ronald L. 
Kane, 28, both white “tier 
tenders” who had some degree 
of freedom. 

v According to the San Fran- 
cisco Chronicle, - quoting an 
unidentified guard, Lynn and 
Kane were dragged from their 
cells and asked whether they 
would join the break. When 
they refused, by this account, 
their throats were cut with a 
razor blade taped to a tooth 
brush. 

Just when the killing of 
three of the guards took place 
has not been explained. 

According to the ' inmate’s 
version of the same events, 
however; a guard pulled a 
gun on Jackson when he re- 
turned to the adjustment cen- 
ter. They say that it was not 
Jackson who ordered the cell 
doors opened, but the guards. 

“When they open, you come 
out, “one prisoner is quoted 
by his attorney as saying. 
“Otherwise, they come and 
drag you out.” 

The inmates told their at- 
torneys that they came out 
and were directed to one side 
of the wing. Then, they said, 
they heard shots and ran to- 
wards the rear of the wing to 
get out of the line of fire in 
case shots came down the cor- 
ridor. 

One source said Jackson was 
able to wrest the gun from 
the guard after Jackson had 
yelled at an inmate to “get 
down, get down.” When the 
guard glanced momentarily in 
that direction, Jackson is said 
to have taken the gun away. 

The inmates say that it was 
the guards who killed the two 


tier tenders refused to “go 
along” with plans to kill Jack- 
son 


One inmate quoted Jackson 


is saying, “Well, they want 
le,” and he dashed into the 
r ard, where he was shot and 
rilled. Another inmate said 
(ackson was first shot in the 


than an hour a guard shot 
Jackson in the head.. 

The surviving inmates 
thought the “carefully planned 
escape attempt,” alleged by 
Associate Warden Park, a 
coverup. They said that each 
of the prisoners was aware 
that three gun towers could 
shoot at any prisoner exiting 
from the adjustment, center 
door. They ask where Jackson 
could have gone after all emer- 
gency alarms had been sound- 
ed on a Saturday after noon. 

“Getting outside the adjust- 
ment center was the only way 
to save the lives of the others 
inside,” Ryan, Magee’s attor- 
ney, said. “They (the guards) 
could not justify going in and 
machine-gunning down the 
men inside with Jackson dead 
in the courtyard.” 

Ryan also charged that most 
guards carry unauthorized 
weapons. He referred to a case 
at Soledad Prison a year ago 
when the captain of the 
guards, Charles Moody, was 
reprimanded for carrying a 
concealed weapon into that 
prison. 

For obvious legal reasons, 
the prisoners’ attorneys de- 
clined any comment on the 
killings of the guards. 

Several ' suggested that the 
guards’ deaths were in retribu- 
tion for Jackson’s. 

Autopsy reports, however, 
show bullet holes in the back 
of the heads of two guards. 
Prison officials point out that 
the gun was found near Jack 
son in the courtyard. 

Adherents to the inmate 
ersion point out that the gun 
ould have been later placed 
n the courtyard after the’ 
vent. 

The inmates say- that it was 
the guards and not prisoners 
who placed the bodies of four 
victims inside Jackson’s cell. 
Three of those victims — two 
guards and a white inmate — 
died, while the fourth, a guard, 
has lived. 

Attorneys also wondered 
why prison officials first de- 
scribed the smuggled gun as 
a .38-caliber revolver, then 
changed that version a day 
later to a 9-mm foreign-made 
automatic. On Friday, prison 
officials said the gun was a 
Spanish-m a d e Astra M-600. 


white inmates because the twoi The weapon is 8ys inches 


long and 1 % inches wide. It 
weighs Vh pounds. 

In a pistol and wig experi- 
ment, the San Francisco 
Chronicle tried to re-enact the 
key gun-smuggling sequence 
in the bloody events of a week 
ago, and found the prison ver- 
sion unconvincing. 


Prison officials have de- 
clined comment omthis experi- 
ment. On Friday they an- 
nounced that serial numbers 
on the weapon traced it to 
Landon Robert Williams, a 
field marshal of the Black 
Panther Party, who was ar- 
rested in Denver in June, 1969, 
and extradited to New Haven, 
Conn.; where he faces* murder 
charges. 

Attorneys for ' the prisoners 
also have questioned the 
prison’s official version of how 
Jackson died. 

Associate Warden Park told 
reporters in press conferences t 
last Saturday arid Sunday that 
Jackson had bolted from the 
adjustment center and had 
progressed about one-third of 
trie way across the yard when 
he was shot. Reporters were 
then told that Jackson kept 
running toward a 20-foot high 
brick wall, but stumbled and 
fell near, the corner of the 
prison chapel after crossing 
the yard. 

r Inmates’ attorneys, display- 
ing aerail photographs taken 
by an Oakland Tribune proto- 
grapher, pointed to a large 
circle of blood about 15 yards 
into the cqurtyard from the 
adjustment' center door. The 
attorneys said that Jackson 
was shot there and left to 
bleed to death. 

“If you’re shot and keep run- 
'ning,” said Floyd Silliman, 
Clutchette’s attorney, “you 
don’t leave that much blood 
i behind in a big circle.’’ Silli- 
jman also said that persons who 
aie shot and instantly killed 
do not bleed so profusely. 

1 “That blood,” Silliman said,| 
“is on theTian ds of San Quen- 
tin guards." ^ 


